28o                                   STEPHENS
the other States all their obligations under the common compact.   I always thought this assumption was founded upon broad, correct, and statesman-like principles,    I think so yet It was only when it seemed to be impossible to further maintain it, without hazarding greater evils than would perhaps attend a separation, that I yielded my assent in obedience to the voice of Georgia, to try the experiment which has just resulted so disastrously to us.    Indeed, during the whole lamentable conflict, it was my opinion that however the impending strife may terminate, so far as the appeal to the sword was concerned, yet after a while, when the passions and excitements of the day should pass away, an adjustment or arrangement would be made upon continental principles, upon the general basis of " reciprocal advantage and mutual convenience," on which the Union was first established.    My  earnest desire, however, throughout, was whatever might be done, might be peaceably done; might be the result of calm, dispassionate and enlightened reason;  looking to the permanent interests and welfare of all.   And now, after the severe chastisement of war, if the general sense of the whole country shall come back to the acknowledgment of the original assumption, that it is for the best interests of all the States to be so united, as I trust it will, the States still being " separate as the billows, but one as the sea ";  I can perceive no reason why, under such restoration, we as a whole, with " peace, commerce and honest friendship with all nations and entangling alliances with none," may not enter upon a new career, exciting increased wonder in the old world, by grander achievements hereafter to be made, than any heretofore attained, by the peaceful and harmonious workings of our American institutions of self-government.   All this is possible if the hearts of the people be right.   It is my earnest wish to see it.   Fondly would I indulge my fancy in gazing on such a picture of the future.   With what rapture may we not suppose the spirits of our fathers would hail its opening scenes from their mansions above.   Such are my hopes, resting on such contingencies.   But if, instead of all this, the passions of the day shall continue to bear sway;  if prejudice shall rule the hour; if a conflict of races shall arise; if ambition shall turn the scale; if the sword shall be thrown in the balance against patriotism; if the embers of the late war shall be kept a-glow-